1-31-16 Scripture Reading
Rom 13:1-7

1Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.

2 Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they
who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.

3For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to
have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same;

4for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for
it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who
brings wrath upon the one who practices evil.

5>Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also
for conscience' sake.

6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting
themselves to this very thing.

7Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom;
fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.
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Rom 13:3-5
s For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to
have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same;
4for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for
it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who
brings wrath upon the one who practices evil. >Wherefore it is necessary to be in
subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience' sake.

Acts 5:28
28 saying, "We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and
behold, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and intend to bring this man's
blood upon us."

Acts 16:16-24
16 And it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a certain slave-
girl having a spirit of divination met us, who was bringing her masters much profit
by fortunetelling. 17 Following after Paul and us, she kept crying out, saying, "These
men are bond-servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way
of salvation." 18 And she continued doing this for many days. But Paul was greatly



annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus
Christ to come out of her!" And it came out at that very moment.

19 But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul
and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the authorities, 2° and
when they had brought them to the chief magistrates, they said, "These men are
throwing our city into confusion, being Jews, 21 and are proclaiming customs which
it is not lawful for us to accept or to observe, being Romans." 22 And the crowd rose
up together against them, and the chief magistrates tore their robes off them, and
proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods. 23 And when they had inflicted
many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to
guard them securely; 24 and he, having received such a command, threw them into
the inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks.

Rev 13
13 And he stood on the sand of the seashore.

And | saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads,
and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. 2
And the beast which | saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a
bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power
and his throne and great authority. 3 And | saw one of his heads as if it had been
slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and
followed after the beast; 4 and they worshiped the dragon, because he gave his
authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the
beast, and who is able to wage war with him?" 5> And there was given to him a
mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies; and authority to act for forty-two
months was given to him. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to
blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 And
it was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them; and
authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him. 8
And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not
been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who
has been slain. ° If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 19 If anyone is destined for
captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he
must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints.

11 And | saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like
a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon. 12 And he exercises all the authority of the first
beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship
the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed. 3 And he performs great signs, so
that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of
men. 14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it
was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on
the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has
come to life. 1> And there was given to him to give breath to the image of the



beast, that the image of the beast might even speak and cause as many as do not
worship the image of the beast to be killed. 16 And he causes all, the small and the
great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be given a
mark on their right hand, or on their forehead, 17 and he provides that no one
should be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name
of the beast or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man;
and his number is six hundred and sixty-six.
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